Straddling the fields of oral literature and historical documentation, oral history focuses on ordinary and momentous social events. Oral historians confront issues concerning both the validity of oral transmission as history and the responsibility toward their informants. The field also encompasses advocacy-based approaches developed by organizations such as The U.S. Work Progress Administration Federal Writers' Project. Initiated in 1935, this project collected oral testimonies, life stories, and folklore of ordinary people.
involved in healing, in changing their status, or in creating social change. If the increasing circulation of such narratives only confirms the marginal social status of the narrators rather than creating individual or social change, then all that has been accomplished is an act of display that further distresses the already tormented.
Some answers that oral history scholars suggest are "shared authority" (Frisch 1990 ); "reflexivity," a merging of the subject and object of research (Myerhoff 1992) ; or "conversational narrative" jointly created by the interviewer and interviewee (Grele 1994) . What differentiates oral history research from other narrative trauma research is that oral history often begins with the premise that the research itself presents a potential conflict over interpretation. While oral history is not the only field to acknowledge that research relations are social power relations, it addresses the crisis of interpretation rather than the crisis of representation. Oral historians, drawing on their advocacy-based research inheritance, continue to assess the human consequences of their work.
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